
Home Group Study, Revelation 8 

Silence, Prayer and the Trumpet Warnings 

Context, Historical, Cultural and Biblical 

Revelation 8 follows the interlude of Revelation 7. Revelation 6 ended with the question, “Who 
can stand?” Revelation 7 answered by showing God’s people sealed, saved and standing before 
the throne. Now, at the beginning of chapter 8, the Lamb opens the seventh seal. 

Christians understand the movement from the seals to the trumpets in diƯerent ways. Some 
understand Revelation 8 as the next stage in a sequence of future judgments. On that reading, 
the silence in heaven is a solemn pause before the final judgments unfold through the trumpets. 
Others understand the seventh seal as bringing the first cycle to its conclusion, the end, the 
completed work of the Lamb, before the vision begins again from another angle through the 
trumpets. 

Either way, the silence is full of awe. Heaven is not bored, confused or inactive. Heaven is 
hushed before the holiness, justice and victory of God. The Lamb has opened the seventh seal, 
and the throne room pauses in reverent wonder. 

The trumpets that follow are deeply rooted in the Old Testament. In Numbers 10, trumpets were 
used to gather God’s people, signal movement, sound alarm and announce war. In Joel 2, the 
trumpet is sounded because the day of the Lord is coming. In Revelation 8, the trumpets 
function as alarms from heaven. They warn that things are not right between heaven and earth. 
They announce judgment, but also mercy, because the repeated “third” shows that the 
judgments are partial, not yet final.  

The first four trumpets aƯect creation: earth, sea, rivers and heavens. This echoes the plagues 
of Egypt, where God judged Pharaoh, exposed false gods and called for His people to be 
released. Revelation uses similar imagery to show that God’s judgment touches the world 
people depend on, and that creation itself bears witness that rebellion against God cannot last 
forever. 

 

1. The Seventh Seal and Silence in Heaven, v1 

The silence is striking because Revelation is usually full of sound: worship, thunder, loud voices, 
angelic cries and heavenly songs. But when the seventh seal is opened, heaven falls silent. 

Some understand this silence as a pause before the trumpet judgments that follow. On that 
reading, the silence is like the solemn stillness before a storm. Heaven waits in awe before the 
next stage of judgment is released. 

Others understand the silence as part of the seventh seal itself, the awe-filled response of 
heaven to the completion of the seal cycle. On this reading, the seventh seal brings us to the 
end, the completed work of the Lamb, before the trumpets begin the story again from another 
perspective. The silence is not merely waiting for what comes next; it is heaven’s reverent 
stillness before the majesty of God’s final purposes. 

In the Old Testament and Jewish worship, silence could be associated with reverence before 
God. Habakkuk 2:20 says, “The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 
him.” Zephaniah 1:7 says, “Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near.” 



Both readings rightly remind us that God’s judgment and salvation are weighty realities. Heaven 
does not treat them lightly. The silence is not emptiness, but awe. It calls us to reverence before 
the throne and before the Lamb who opens the seals. 

Questions 
Why do you think heaven falls silent when the seventh seal is opened? 
How might this silence be both a pause before judgment and an act of worshipful awe? 
Do we leave enough room in our lives and worship for reverence before God? 

 

2. The Seven Trumpets, v2 

Trumpets in Scripture announce that something significant is happening. They can gather God’s 
people, warn of danger, signal battle, or announce the coming of the Lord. 

In Revelation, the trumpets are alarm blasts from heaven. They declare that the world is not as it 
should be. Creation is shaken, human security is exposed, and rebellious humanity is warned. 

Some will read the trumpets as following sequentially after the seals, taking history forward into 
deeper and more intense judgments. Others will read them as a fresh cycle, retelling the same 
period between Jesus’ ascension and return from a diƯerent angle. In this view, the seals have 
shown the suƯering and shaking of the present age, and the trumpets now show God’s warning 
judgments within that same age. 

The seventh trumpet in Revelation 11 will bring us again to the language of the end: “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” This supports the 
idea that Revelation repeatedly brings us to the final end, then circles back to show the same 
reality from another perspective. 

However we understand the structure, the purpose of the trumpets is clear. God is sounding the 
alarm. Judgment is real. The world must wake up. 

Questions 
What is the purpose of an alarm? 
How might the trumpets be both judgment and warning? 
Why is it important to read these visions with humility, especially when Christians understand 
the structure diƯerently? 

 

3. The Prayers of the Saints and the Golden Censer, v3–5 

Before the trumpets sound, the prayers of the saints rise before God. That is hugely important. 
Revelation does not move from heaven to judgment without showing us that the prayers of 
God’s people matter before the throne. 

Incense in the Old Testament temple was connected with prayer and worship. Psalm 141:2 
says, “Let my prayer be counted as incense before you.” The picture here is that the prayers of 
God’s people are accepted before God. 

The angel oƯers incense with the prayers. The prayers themselves belong to the saints, but they 
rise before God with the sweetness of accepted worship. The Church may look weak on earth, 
but its prayers are heard in heaven. 



Then the censer is filled with fire and thrown to the earth. The prayers that rise to heaven are 
connected with God’s action on earth. This does not mean our prayers control God, but it does 
mean they are woven into His purposes. 

For suƯering believers, this is deeply encouraging. The cries of the saints, including the “How 
long?” prayers of Revelation 6, are not forgotten. God hears, God remembers, and God acts. 

Questions 
How does it encourage you to know that the prayers of the saints rise before God? 
What kinds of prayers might be included here? 
How might this vision change the way we think about ordinary prayer meetings, personal prayer 
and cries for justice? 

 

4. The First Trumpet, Judgment on the Earth, v6–7 

The first trumpet echoes the plagues of Egypt, especially the plague of hail and fire in Exodus 9. 
In Exodus, God’s judgments showed that Pharaoh was not ultimate and that Egypt’s gods could 
not save. In Revelation, similar imagery shows God’s judgment falling on a rebellious world. 

The earth, trees and grass represent the created order as the place of human life and provision. 
When the earth is struck, human stability is shaken. Food, land, shelter and security are shown 
to be fragile. 

Some understand this as a future literal judgment on the earth. Others understand it 
symbolically as one of the ways Revelation pictures God’s judgments throughout history. Either 
way, the pastoral point remains: creation is not a secure refuge from God. The world we rely on 
is dependent on Him. 

The repeated “third” matters. This is not yet total destruction. It is severe, but restrained. 
Judgment is real, but it is also mercifully limited. The trumpet sounds so that the world might 
wake up before the final end. 

Questions 
Why do you think the first trumpet aƯects the earth, trees and grass? 
How does creation’s fragility remind us that we are dependent on God? 
Why might partial judgment be a warning and a mercy? 

 

5. The Second Trumpet, Judgment on the Sea, v8–9 

John says he sees something “like a great mountain.” Revelation often uses comparison 
language because John is describing visions that stretch ordinary speech. 

The sea in the ancient world often represented danger, chaos and the unknown. It was also 
central to trade, travel and empire. For Rome, the Mediterranean was a route of commerce, 
military power and control. So judgment on the sea is not only ecological, but economic and 
imperial. 

The sea becoming blood echoes the plague on the Nile in Exodus. God is again showing that the 
systems people depend on can be shaken. 



The destruction of ships points to the fragility of trade, wealth and worldly confidence. Later in 
Revelation, Babylon will be judged, and the merchants of the earth will mourn because their 
luxury and commerce collapse. Here we already glimpse the vulnerability of human systems 
before God. 

Again, only a third is aƯected. The judgment is serious, but not final. It is a warning blast, not yet 
the last word. 

Questions 
What did the sea represent in the ancient world? 
What modern systems do people rely on for security? 
How does this trumpet challenge our confidence in wealth, trade or human power? 

 

6. The Third Trumpet, Judgment on the Waters, v10–11 

This trumpet aƯects fresh water, the rivers and springs that sustain life. If the sea suggests wider 
chaos, trade and empire, then rivers and springs speak of daily survival. Water is life. 

The name Wormwood refers to bitterness. In the Old Testament, wormwood is associated with 
sorrow, poison and judgment. Jeremiah uses this kind of language to describe the bitterness 
that comes from rebellion against God. 

This is a picture of life’s sources becoming bitter. What should refresh and sustain becomes 
harmful. Sin does not only break rules. It poisons what God made good. 

There is also a strong contrast here with the gospel promise of living water. Jesus oƯers water 
that gives life. Revelation 7 has just shown the Lamb shepherding His people to springs of living 
water. But here, for those under judgment, the waters become bitter. 

Once again, the judgment is partial. A third of the waters are aƯected. There is still warning, still 
restraint, still space to repent. 

Questions 
Why is bitter water such a powerful image of judgment? 
Where do we see good things in creation or society becoming bitter because of sin? 
How does Jesus oƯer living water in contrast to the bitterness of judgment? 

 

7. The Fourth Trumpet, Judgment on the Heavens, v12–13 

The fourth trumpet aƯects the heavenly lights. This echoes the ninth plague of Egypt, when 
darkness covered the land. It also connects with prophetic language about the day of the Lord, 
where sun, moon and stars are darkened as signs of judgment. 

In Genesis 1, God created the sun, moon and stars to govern the day and night. When they are 
struck, the ordered world is shaken. Light, rhythm, time and stability are disrupted. 

Jesus uses similar cosmic language in Matthew 24:29. Some understand this kind of language 
literally, as cosmic disturbance connected with the final day. Others see it as apocalyptic 
language for the shaking of earthly powers, spiritual darkness and divine judgment, think of 
Joseph’s dream where sun, moon and stars represent humans and human rule. Revelation may 



deliberately use imagery large enough to hold both the historical and the final, the repeated 
shakings of the present age and the ultimate shaking at the end. 

Then the eagle cries, “Woe, woe, woe.” The first four trumpets have aƯected creation. The final 
three trumpets will move more directly towards humanity. The warning intensifies. 

The phrase “those who dwell on the earth” in Revelation often refers not simply to people who 
live physically on earth, but to those settled in rebellion against God. These are people whose 
home, hope and allegiance are in the world system rather than in the Lamb. 

Questions 
Why is darkness such a powerful picture of judgment? 
What things do people assume are fixed, secure or untouchable? 
What does the eagle’s warning teach us about the urgency of repentance? 

 

Link to Our Vision 

Be with Jesus 
Revelation 8 teaches us to be with Jesus in awe, silence, prayer and trust. The silence in heaven 
calls us to recover reverence before God and the Lamb. Being with Jesus is not only about 
activity, words and songs. It is also about wonder, stillness and holy attention before the one 
who reigns. 

Learn from Jesus 
Jesus teaches us to see judgment as both serious and merciful. The trumpets warn that 
creation, empire, wealth and human security are fragile. But because the judgments are partial, 
we also learn that God warns before the final end. He sounds the alarm so that the world might 
wake up. 
Jesus also teaches us that prayer matters. The prayers of ordinary, suƯering saints are not lost. 
They rise before God and are woven into His purposes. 

Become like Jesus 
As we follow Jesus, we become people who pray faithfully, live awake and bear witness in a 
world under warning. We learn not to put our confidence in earthly security, but in the Lamb 
who reigns. We become people of reverence, repentance, mission and hope. 

Final Reflection 
Where do you need to recover awe and silence before God? 
How does this chapter encourage you to keep praying, even when the world feels dark? 
What earthly securities might God be warning us not to trust? 

 


